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HYDERABAD: The newly-introduced course of BTech in artificial intelligence (AI) at the Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad, (IIT-H) has emerged as a hot pick among qualified candidates. For the first time, 60 of the top 1,000 rankers across India chose IIT-H over others
“We had expected this trend of many students choosing IIT-H as the quality of education is now on par with the older IITs. Flexibility and dynamic programmes being offered in newer technologies is making students prefer IIT-H,” said Prof UB Desai, director of IIT-H, adding that this year students from other disciplines will also get to have an opportunity to learn minor in AI
IIT-H became the first institute in the country to offer an exclusive BTech in AI course from the academic year 2019-20 with an intake of 20 students. The opening rank for the new course was 478 in general category and it closed at 657. The opening rank for CSE also saw a massive improvement from last year’s 443 to 203 this year. “What surprised us was that many students this year chose BTech course in AI as against regular CSE despite having a better score. It’s a sign that students have realised the potential of AI as a career-prospect considering the scope of research and jobs in the industry,” said Vineeth N Balasubramanian, associate professor, department of computer science engineering, IIT-H. In the first phase, 319 seats were allotted at IIT-H, up from last year’s 294 with most of the top rankers opting for electrical, mechanical and civil engineering apart from CSE. According to the figures, 49 seats were allotted in computer science engineering, 48 in mechanical engineering, 47 in electrical engineering, 40 in civil engineering and 35 in chemical engineering among others. Aiming to fill 14% of the seats in every course with girls, 50 seats were allotted to female candidates with an opening rank of 1,026 in computer science and closing rank of 1,586 in computer science.
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IIT-H ON TOP

» During the first seat of allotment
for IITs, NITs, lliTs and government-
funded technological institutions,
of the 60 candidates, 21 chose
BTech in Al and 39 chose computer
science engineering (CSE)

» Hyderabad bagged
most number of seats

» IT-Indore secured
one student from the
top 1,000 club

Not a single student from the top 1,000 opted .

for the other IITs — Bhubaneswar, Mandi, Patna, f according to
the Joint Seat

Jodhpur, Gandhinagar, Ropar, Tirupati, Jammu ‘Allocation
and Dharwad Authority)





