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I[ITH bags MHRD’s Swacchta Award

For uplifting villages under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan
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Medak Collector Bharti Hollikeriand IITH professof SShidhar—recei\/ing.the award from HRD
Minister Prakash Javadekar in New Delhi on Thursday. =By ARRANGEMENT

STAFF REPORTER ing the award, Prof. water level in these villages
SANGAREDDY. ! Shashidhar said, “The Unnat = had gone down by the end
In recognition of the role of ~ Bharat Abhiyan givesan op-  of February and most bore-

Indian Institute of Techno-
logy, Hyderabad (IITH), in

uplifting the villages under

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA)
initiative, the Union Ministry
of Human Resource Devel-
opment (MHRD) presented
Swacchta Award to the insti-
tute on Thursday. The
award, presented by HRD
Minister Prakash Javadekar,
was received by Medak Col-
lector Bharti Hollikeri and
IITH professor Sashidhar.

As part of the UBA, the
IITH, under the guidance of
Prof. Shashidhar from de-
partment of civil engineer-
ing adopted five villages be-
longing to the members of

Scheduled Tribe communit-"

ies. The villages include Bu-
jarampet, Ananthram, Kan-
naram, Salabhatpur and
Mohamed Nagar in Kowidip-
ally mandal in Medak dis-
trict. Speaking after receiv-

portunity to understand
challenges at the gross-root
level. As a technical insti-
tute, we should not: only
work with mind, but with
heart for sustainable village
development.”

The IITH, with the sup-
port of Ms. Hollikeri, con-
ducted an extensive socjo-
economic survey of villages
to identify the grass-root is-
sues. Spatial and non-spatia]
information were mapped
with the help of Differentia]
Global Positioning System
(DGPS) survey.

During field visits, it was
noted that despite heg
rains in 2016 that rechargeq
the lakes and other Wwater
bodies in and around
Kowdipally, there was negli-
gible control over the Usage
and preservation of water
among farmers and villa-
gers. As aresult, the groupd.

wells had become dry. The
people in these villages
faced acute drinking wate,
scarcity. '

To overcome thege chal-
lenges, the IITH initiated a
pydrqgeological Study to
identify anqg demarcate
groundwater bearing and re-
charge zones, Two-dimen-
sional Electrica] Resistivity
Tomography (ERT) survey
was conducted ip the adop-
ted villages.

Also, groundwater quality
analysis was carried out for
the samples collected from
various bore-wells in the ad-

opted villages, 1t was ob-
served that

most of the
groundwater samples
showed  flygride level

between 6-1.8 m i
was above theplg)err’ni‘/:s}ﬁ)cl}el
levels. Soil Samp]eg from
riculture fieldg Were colla ;
ted and analysed, ]



